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EOA’s Position:  The Executive Office on Aging (EOA), an attached agency to the Department 1 

of Health, is providing comments for SB 2339, SD2 Relating to Alzheimer's Disease and Related 2 

Dementia (ADRD) . 3 

Fiscal Implications:  This bill is an unfunded mandate. It does not appropriate funds to EOA to 4 

convene the working group to update the state plan on Alzheimer’s Disease and Related 5 

Dementias.   6 

Purpose and Justification:  Alzheimer’s disease is the sixth leading cause of death in the 7 

United States and it affects 27,000 Hawaii residents, a number that will increase to 35,000 by the 8 

year 2025. According to the Alzheimer's Association statistics, one in nine individuals over the 9 
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age of 65 years old have Alzheimer's disease and one in three individuals over the age of 85 1 

years have Alzheimer's disease. Sadly, there is no cure for this disease.  2 

For persons suffering from ADRD, there is a high demand for in-home care, adult day care, 3 

assisted living facilities and care homes. There is also a need for skilled nursing facilities, 4 

nursing homes, intermediate care facilities, assisted living facilities, respite care, adult foster 5 

care, adult day programs, home health care, in-home care, and hospice care. It is important that 6 

the staff at these programs and facilities are trained about the basics of dementia and how to 7 

work with people with ADRD. With more education and knowledge about the disease, staff will 8 

have a better understanding of what individuals with dementia are experiencing and will be more 9 

compassionate in caring for them. Our vision for Hawaii is to be a dementia capable and 10 

dementia friendly state. 11 

Recommendation: This bill is not necessary because EOA is already currently convening 12 

workgroups to update the ADRD State Plan. In 2018, Act 146 added a new section, Chapter 349-13 

6.5 HRS, to require EOA to “prepare an update of the state plan on Alzheimer’s disease and 14 

related dementias no less frequently than once per fiscal biennium”. Additionally, in preparing 15 

the update report, EOA shall “solicit input from task forces and working groups formed to 16 

address Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias, families affected by Alzheimer’s disease and 17 

related dementias, and member of the medical community”. The workgroups that EOA is 18 

convening are comprised of many stakeholders from the private and public sectors. EOA is 19 

already required to do this work so an additional mandate is not necessary.  20 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.  21 
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Comments:  

















moving forward on training requirements by enabling the Executive Office on Aging to 
convene a working group to craft training guidelines for staff at care facilities.  

  

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of this bill. 

Mahalo, 

Roxann Rowe 

APRN Rx, GNP-BC 
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Sincerely, Brigitte Charbonneau 
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